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Tibetan Calligraphy Masterclass 
 

 

Dates Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 November 2019 

Times 10.30 – 17.00  

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre  

Level All levels – please note there is some preparatory reading  

Class size Maximum 16 participants  

 
 

Taking inspiration from our exhibition, Buddhism, this two-day masterclass will explore the scribes’ 

discipline of the classical Uchen script. You’ll learn how to form each of the letters of the Tibetan 

alphabet including vowel signs and other combination letters, which form the foundations of this 

sacred language. We will take a focused and meditative approach to the act of writing, which is at the 

core of the practice of Tibetan calligraphy. 

 
 

 

Saturday - Geomantic grid and letter form. 

 
We will begin by learning the all-important proportionate construction of the Tibetan alphabet letters, 

which is based in sacred geometry. As we construct each of the 30 letters we will learn the particular 

and different ways of mark making, which is characteristic of the Uchen style of writing. The tutor, 

Tashi Mannox, will also explain the pronunciation of the letters and the meanings of some of the 

individual consonants. 

 

We will visit the Buddhism exhibition for the last hour of the day. 

 

Sunday - Vowel signs, joined letters and mantra. 

 

On the second day we will learn to write the four vowel signs and how add them to the root letters of 

the alphabet taking into account their stylistic rules and change of sound. We will explore some 

examples of subscribed and superscribed letters, helping you begin to understand the writing of seed 

syllables and mantras. The session will conclude with a calligraphy art-piece demonstration, during 

which Tashi will explain his meditative process and artistic approach. 

 

 
 

Tutor 

This course is led by Tashi Mannox who has 40 years’ experience in the art of Tibetan calligraphy. 

Born in Britain, Tashi was a Tibetan Buddhist monk for 17 years during his early adulthood and 
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trained in all aspects of the Tibetan arts and Dharma under many great Tibetan masters. Tashi left the 

monastic life in 2000 to pursue a career as a Dharma Artist and author. He now teaches and holds 

exhibitions in New York, London, Europe, Moscow, Sharjah of the UAE and currently in the Kingdom 

of Bhutan, where he is working with the Central Monastic Body to help re-establish their calligraphy 

traditions.   

 
Read more about Tashi at tashimannox.com 

 
 

 

Equipment and Materials 

 

All materials will be provided. You are welcome to bring your own calligraphy pens, the larger square 

flat nib are advised, as well as different sized felt-tip calligraphy pens or Parallel Pilot pens.  

 

 
 

Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

 

No previous experience or knowledge is required. 

 

Facilities and refreshments 

 

Please note that the Learning Centre will open to participants 15 minutes before the stated course 

start time. Tea and coffee will be served at the beginning of each day. Participants will need to make 

their own arrangements for lunch. 

 

On Sunday 10 November please meet at Gate 5 on Midland Road at 10.15 to be escorted in the 

Library. Further instructions about Sunday entry will be provided on Saturday.  

 
 


